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"Though we well know that the dearest interests of the human race are
closely connected with the chastity of women and the sacredness of the nuptial
contract, we cannot but feel that there are peculiarities in the state of society in
this country which may well lead a humane man to pause before he determines
to punish the infidelity of wives. The condition of the women of this country
is, unhappily, very different from that of the women of England and France;
they are married while still children: they are often neglected for other wives
while still young. They share the attentions of a husband with several
rivals. To make laws for punishing the inconstancy of the wife, while the law
admits the privilege of the husband to fill his zenana with women, is a
course which we are most reluctant to adopt. We are not so visionary as to
think of attacking, by law and evil so deeply rooted in the manners of the
people of this country as polygamy. We leave it to the slow, but we trust the
certain, operation of education and of time. But while it exists, while it
continues to produce its never failling effects on the happiness and
respectability of women, we are not inclined to throw into a scale, already too

much depressed the additional weigh of the penal law".
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